
The first scream:
„The Jazz Singer“

How was that with this so-called first 
talking picture? The first sound was 
actually no lucky moment, it was a 
scandal: Jakie Rabinowitz, the son of a 
Jewish cantor, does not sing sacred 
songs in the synagogue, but Ragtime in 
a speakeasy. Much to the father's 
displeasure, Jakie becomes Jack Robin, 
the Jazz Singer on Broadway.
The luck: One can hear him. The silent 
film turns into a talkie, step by step, since 
most of the dialogues appear as subtitles 
one has to read, typical for silent films.
Jack's talent succeeds, as does the 
talking picture, after years of complicated 
experiments.
With all the hype around the first talking 
picture one tends to forget that The Jazz 
Singer  tells the story about a son's pain, 
torn between his Jewish Orthodox father, 
and his love for Jazz music. One tends to 
forget so much. 
The older citizens of Kiel among us may 
remember that The Jazz Singer was not 
our first talkie. He was late in arriving 
here. When Al Jolson as Jazz Singer let 
Kiel melt in 1930, we had already heard 
him in The Singing Fool. That also was a 
melodrama with singing sequences, but 
it was produced after The Jazz Singer. 
Our sincere thanks to Andrea 
Oberheiden and Jens Reinke, who 
dedicated a documentary to Al Jolson, 
which premieres on Friday.


